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Item Design for Domain-Specific Key Competence Assessment

YANG Xiangdong
(Depariment of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education, Fast China Normal
University, Shanghai, 200062, China)

Abstract; Developing items for assessing domain-specific key competences plays a critical role in
moving forward the basic education reform of our nation. Unlike fixed subject-specific knowledge
and skills, such competences are ragarded as reflecting the authentic academic achievement with
which students can creatively solve complex real-world problems by conducting disciplined enquiry
and applying integrated domain knowledge. As such, a construct-centered approach can be taken for
assessing such competences for which competence-based achievement standard serves as the
necessary construct theory. It calls for an innovative assessment framework and new considerations
in item design such as situated task development, adequacy of supporting material, ways of
questioning, as well as graded scoring rubrics.

Keywords: domain-specific competences; academic achievement standard; item design; construct-

centered assessment; graded scoring rubrics
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